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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



SIR: 



Pursuant to 37 CFR §§ 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, Applicants respectfully request that the 
Examiner consider the references listed on the attached Form PTO-1449. 



I. Timeliness, Fees and Certifications in lieu of Fees 

This information disclosure statement is being filed within three months of the filing date 
of the application, or within three months of entry into the national stage, or before the mailing of 
a first Office Action on the merits. Pursuant to 37 CFR § 1 .97(b), consideration of this 
information disclosure statement does not require a fee or a statement under 37 CFR § 1.97(e). 
However, should the Assistant Commissioner determine that a fee is, in fact, due, the Assistant 
Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge the fee to Deposit Account No. 14-1263. 
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II. Copies of Listed References 

Copies of foreign references listed on the attached Form PTO-1449 are being supplied. 
Copies of U.S. patents are not included pursuant to Pre-OG Notice dated July 11, 2003. 

III. Concise Statement of Relevance 

All references listed on the attached Form PTO-1449 were cited in the search report 
issued by the European Patent Office, copy of which is attached, which indicates the degree of 
relevance found by that Patent Office. 

The Examiner will note that English language counterparts or Abstracts of non-English 
language references are also enclosed, as follows: 

EP 1 022 245 A2 - Corresponds to US 6,5595,461 Bl 
EP 0 818 408 Al - Corresponds to US 5,901,919 
EP 0 450 312 Al - Corresponds to US 5,212,002 
EP 0 695 709 A2 - Abstract provided. 

Consideration of the foregoing in relation to this application is respectfully requested. 



I hereby certify that the foregoing Information Disclosure Statement and the accompanying Form PTO-1449 (One 
Sheet), European Search Report, and foreign references are being deposited with the United States Postal Service as 
first class mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, PO Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450, 
on the date indicated below: /I — , 



220 East 42 nd Street - 30 th Floor 
New York, New York 10017 
(212) 808-0700 



Respectfully subr/iitterjf / 
NORRIS WclAUEHLIN & MARCUS, P.A. 
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MITTEILUNG 



Das Europaische Patentamt ubermittelt beiliegend den europaischen Recherchenbericht zu der 
obengenannten europaischen Patentanmeldung. 

Wenn zutreffend, Kopien derim Recherchenbericht aufgefuhrten Schriften sind beigefugt. 
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Die folgende Abbildung wird mit der Zusammenfassung ver&ffentlicht: 1 
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Fur nahere Einzelheiten zu diesem Anhang : siehe Amtsblatt des Europaischen Patentamts, Nr. 12/82 



